











Prevalence of trainees’ experiences involving parents during prac-
tice teaching at a kindergarten and nursery training at a day-care
center: towards fostering communication skills with parents
Hiraku Ishida Masako Tanaka
Summary
Questionnaire surveys aimed at students of a two-year college who had been in the training
to be a childcare worker were conducted. The following items were involved in the questionnaire
which asked about their experiences involving parents of children during trainings at kinder-
gartens or child-care centers; how often they had experienced each of several types of contacts
with parents, how often they had been provided with some information about parents by the
childcare workers who had been training them, what kind of experiences with parents had been
encouraged by the childcare workers, and whether the kindergartens or the day-care centers had
offered events or services involving parents’ visits to the facilities. The result showed that the
most trainees had experienced greeting parents on children’s commuting to or from the facilities
and that close communications such as talking with parents and receiving some information on
parents from childcare workers occurred with relatively low frequencies. While about half of
trainees had been encouraged by their trainers to greet parents, the other types of communica-
tion had been seldom invited. Additionally the prevalence of trainees’ experiences with parents is
discussed in relation to encouragement by their trainers and events or services involving parents.
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